
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordering and prescribing high-
risk medications given intra-
operatively via Surgical Tracker 

Rationale: 

• High risk medications are defined as paracetamol, NSAIDs, antimicrobials and 
anticoagulants 

• These medications are associated with a risk of patient safety incidents at the interface of 
theatres, recovery and the ward due to miscommunication or lack of transcription from the 
Anaesthetic chart to the Drug Chart 

• Whilst we have a hybrid paper and Expanse system in place, these medications need to be 
managed carefully with due consideration of patient safety, in addition to the usual 
documentation on the paper Anaesthetic chart 

 

 

 
Prescribing High-Risk Interoperative Medications in Expanse 

• High risk medications: paracetamol, NSAIDs, antimicrobials and anticoagulants  
• If given intra-op the time of administration must be clearly documented in the anaesthetic 

record 
• This information must also be verbally handed over to the recovery team or relevant post-

operative team 
• Post-operative doses of these medications should be prescribed in Expanse and timed 

appropriately based on the next suitable dosing interval. 
 

Example: For medications administered every 6 hours (e.g. paracetamol), Expanse generates default 
administration times at 06:00, 12:00, 18:00, and 22:00. If 1g of paracetamol is given intraoperatively 
at 15:00, this should be documented and handed over. The next scheduled dose at 18:00 would be 
too soon, so the prescription in Expanse should begin at 22:00.  

• Within Surgical Tracker, select the Orders button within the black navigation bar 
• Click Enter and use the search bar to order the high-risk medications given intra-op 
• Post op medications can be prescribed at this stage using the ‘Anaesthetics Post Op (ADULT)’ 

order set 

                              

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Prescribe the medications 

• Within Surgical Tracker, select the Orders button within the black navigation bar (see below) 
• Click Enter and use the search bar to order the high-risk medications given intra-op that 

need to be prescribed post operatively 
• Post op medications can be prescribed at this stage using the ‘Anaesthetics Post Op 

(ADULT)’ order set 
• Frequently used medications can be favourited by clicking the star icon on the right                             


